Cut out the reindeer. and then cut aronnd on e

the top blank lap to the luside of the “A”™ laps, and the

Leavy

TREES

IFE was slways pleasant to little Bet 1

tie. butl evenng bBrougnt

IN THE FOREST OF TRIMMED CHRISTMAS

-] Tom ans
l sume
Kitchen and (he tiny

‘,‘”"tm “:‘
between the N

shop was opened, “Iu
the cobhler hie children gEathering! of 'em grow
areund the dim. odoriferous lamp, the boys, “Not real
feamning their t¢ the patient ‘=
rhythm of the father's hammer

“Only nine days bels Christmas.™
announced. ax she sat down by Jack's|nig! e al s , 'z grand!”
wadded chrir. *“Jack., do you supposeland onece more Tom ith the skill of an
Bania Claus has gol my leller yei? Do artist, { himse » arithmetie.
.

wWered SA SN

Lthe work
Tom

w

e door

m

ani

lesaons Dandies?
red

lows and litth th pink and
she | and

BT
pPOPeY

e C x'nl‘. a1 And

o\

appiic

< “ﬂflc,:.r me. whalshere. 777 <>

:
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“If we're too poor fto buy a tree why her
aon't you go getl one, Bettie?™" asked Tom,
hiuding a dripping pen suspended above
his bouk

“Get one® Where ™

“Wiy, where the grooeryman gets his.'’
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iad candy and hghting a million little can-
dles,

Battie was a long time faliing to sleep
that night, for her active brain had been
féd too royaily. But the bewitching story
was o letely swallowed, and an over-
ging had arisen to see for
=

st of trimmed Christmas

wb lon
-
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Was supremely h;lp’,‘}'. Six penniv"s.
rather gulitily from her cherished
nina pig. weare gecurely tied in a corner
of her handkerchief. The car was not full,
and she had ventured to kneel upon the
seat, (0 enjoy to the extreme the unususl
excitement of a ride In the troliey. It was
all a highly entertaining panorama, but
& Hitle girl was anxious for the monoto-
nous rows dingy brick houses to give
way to the open lots, and finally to the
fields and woods, for which she was bound.
Her revery was interrupted by the con-
ductor's demand of “fare.”

“Gwoin’ far?”’ asked the conductor as Bet-

three pennies,

) Out there”— And
the child waved her hand vaguely toward
place where the tracks seemed to
meet, pointing (o a land of promise.
“Sure you know where you're to git off 2"
“When we reach the woods.™

“Oh, Brown's Woods,” and the conductor
looked relieved as he passed down the

ettie
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of

tie g v ] > v v
Lie ve b 3 er

[es, quite a

ways.

ihe

jalele

Humming to herself, Bettie watched the
scattered over dreary lots
goats and chiidren played on the
great ash heaps, until, further still from
the ecity, the car began passing pleasant
Iittle homesteads, displaying at their win-
dows wreaths of holly and of evergreen.

“Brown's Woods! iere you are,
girl!" the conductor sghouted. Bettle,
trustful and bappy, said a shy “goodby™
to the man as he helped her off with a
playful warning not to “git lest.”

Brown's Woodg seemed to be a general
store a%d a few wretched houses., Bettle
iooked wut her with a sinking heart.
The woods, dark but promising, were
quite 3 distance beyond the settlement, but
the child set bravely out.

As shé became tired her feet grew numb,
for in gpite of the stout half soled shoes the
uck through.

and for the first time began
She had found not even
tree, but =he still
helieved there, and as the
Christmas down over the
gloomy woods she rehearsed to berself all
the detalls of Tom’'s wiid story, this time
remembering his saving clause, that only
old people could see the wonderful vision
of Santa Claus stepping from tree (o tree,
trimming the swaying branches and light-
ing the little candles, :

Bettie listened, painfully Intent. Then,
wit} sob and a skiver, she stumbied on.
She put her hand in her pocket for her
nandkerchief, but she had lest it. The dis-
tance covered by the trolley, in reality sey.

miles, was far greater to er ehlldish
imation

str
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was terrified
to think of

tary

home
EVergreen
them to be
eve settled

sol
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The poor child|

the top of the opposite rocker.

: :
to bring her home again. The despair
was pitiful.

She imagined she was retracing
Steps, and groping desperately
known dark she hurried on, often
ing agalhst }ow boughs and sometimes f
ing over half buried roots Finally she
tripped on a fallen’ limb, and, bruised and
half frozen, the poor cnild wdk too tired
to rise,

When she opened her eyes she was star-
ing at a light, distant and twinkling, but
bright and reassuring She was spell-
bound, no other theught occurring to ber|
than that it was a lighted Christmas tree. |
{She rose like one hypaeotized and made her
way steadily toward the light, as though|
jdrawn by a magnet. ]

The woods were more open now and fear,
yand cold forgotten, as the child was con-

scious of nothing else in the world but
IHIC tree, which any moment she expected |
{to mee below that gulding light. After
lwalking much further than she knew, she
jS!ﬂ;»pt‘r‘l-%\.)r she was within reach of a
lreal trimmed Christmas tree! Not the
great glimmering one of her imagination,
but a small tree, blossoming with all the
strange frult of the season, popceorn, red
and white and pink; striped candy canes
and baskets, shining balls and angels and
Hittle red candles twinkling from the Ups
of the branches.

Not until there was a sudden opening of
dn inner door aml a merry burst of ci )
ish- laughter did Bettie realize that her
fac ag preased against a window, her
‘:;imwa,i:rileyes gazing intn‘ a room glori-
{@ed by the tree of Christ, whose 'qr r"-\w.?-‘
|ing light had led her from the dark woods
{to this cheerful lttle refuge. ‘
Only half comprehcn?m;: _'.vh:nt» she =2 .v
{she watched the laughing children hqf-...—
ing gifts on the loaded tree :‘m:l h;mgrl’ng
stockiiiga over the nreplace. F umlly. after
a lost look of admiration, the children re-
Muctdntly obeyed a summons to bed.
| By and by thé Tather opened the front
door and came out to shut the blinds, As
he reached up, he stumbled over a littis|
figure huddled in the snow.

“Bless me, what's here?’’ he pxrmlmcd,l
bending over the half-frozen child.
| *“It's me,” murmured Bettle, drowsily.

The man swept a puzzled glance over the
|Hitle girl, then gathered her up and care|
iried her into the house. He placed her ol
‘a Jounge. and be and his astonished wife]
{began chafing the numb hands, ‘1

“Where have you come from? What are
you doing out this time of night?” w

“] was trying to find the forest of

in

trimmed Christmas trees,” whispered Bet-;

tie,

| l'I‘hc.\ hushand and wife exchanged an
lalarmed glance, for they thought the poor
|ennid was - wandering, but the woman
caught the motherless child from the sofa,
holding her cloge in her arms,

| “You've found the Christmas tree, my
lamb. Now tell me all about it while we
get you warm and fed.”

| It was not a very intelligible tale, but

She felt herself to be at the | the mother nodded and smiled, looking at|the ecrash is stretched and lapped over t

|
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T Is not a diffcult matter to make many
useful objects that will be very accepia-
nts, and far those who would
like some suggestions a few ldeas are
‘fHustrated here that any smart boy n
follaw, and as a result some very atirac-
;th'c: objects will be made
An Umbrella Stand.
A substantial ymbrella stand i
In ome of the illustrations, and !n const
' it ry simple, being made from
white wood or pine beards Lhree-quUAariters
lof an inch in thickness.
Twe boards are cut
land ten inches wide for the fromt and
{back, and for the sides two more boards

are cutl thirty inches long eight inches

ca

2 shown
o
rac

tion

Is ve

thirty inches long

and

front and back board are nalled to
of the side boards with long
wire nails, and a bottom board
tted to lower end of
. 3 i urely held w
f the long slim nalls.
A Chinn Rack,
For the diming room a chipa rack would
be an acceptable present to
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inches long, of three;
widths and rounded at t
which notches are cut,
n figure 1B

A windeow seal and shoe box, .~ very use
ful plece of furniture for a bed or dress
ing room, is in the shape of a box with}
gide arms and back as snown in the ilias-
tration, It is a very
construct, and is made
sidea and a back board,
with denim and cretoune,

A Window Rox,

There are MAny ways make window
boxes, but for a'simple and Inexpensive one
the #llustration affords a good suggestion

Obtaln some boards six inches wide and
three-guarters or seven-eighths of an inch
in thickness, planed on both sides. Of
them construct a box from gix to
inehes wide, six Inches high, and
enough to fill the window sill it may res
on

The corners and bottom must be gecurely
fastened with screws and the inslde of the

measure thirty-six
different
four in
a8 shown

he ends,

hes In from

gimple affair
from a box, two
uphelstered

| £

uien

to

eight

long
:

box can be lined with zinc to protect the

a girl can
and it would
yut themm, but

HERE
make
take

are many
for her moth
books to write M
there are a few things shown In the
illustrations that any mother would like
to have, especially as an example of
daughter’'s handicraft,
For uynbound parts
trated art wor'
perhaps, some of the
subseribed for, a very

things
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an lus-
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forming
Hterary
magazines
useful temporary

or or,
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of each board

shown In
This folio is
to make and js composed
binders’ boards, some linen
rings and linen or woollen tape. 1
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jonger and wider than
magazine, and over one
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A CHINA RACK

Fle [

For general use this box can measurs|
and |

on the gdges can b I

ighteen inches long. ten inches wide

eight

inches deep.
The metal binding
of brass or stovepipe iron and should
wide on a side

ef thin

be one-half an inch or, if
preferable, It can be
painted black.

The is 1o fasten It on with may
purchased at a hasdware wtore and
known as brass headed upbelstery
The heads should be three-elghths
inch in dlameter and oval, not hailf rou

The hasp and
meatal a trifle

sheet

nais

thicker than the binding
and are held in place by means of nalls
through the metal and Into the
Handles are provided for the ends
box., and if made from iron,
should ail be painted black before

en
wood.
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Norti Pole of the earth and lacking the the child's neat clothing and her honest gdges where it is glued to the reverse side., (hey are applied. The Inside may be lined

three cants which had the wisard's power
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AIM HIGH ™ SAID THE DEACON IF YOU YISH 70 MAKL A HIT®
WILLIL THDOGNT 17 G000 AWKE AND 50 NT FOLLOWEN {T.

Hr Ssor T ARROW STRAIGHT ASIME HOPNG HE WOURD SCORE .
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Hidden in the plcture you will ind 2 number of Jetters w
ing word whick completes the verse,
o

Lich when put together properly will speil the miss-

-

eyes, She seémed to be able to fAll all
omissions in the story.
| *If only Jack could see that tree,’” Bettle

\

'.murmured as she fell asleep.

It was Christmas night, and the little
kitehen back of the shop was full of Lap-
piness. Tom, chastened and thankful,
hovered around Bettle, while Jack's eyes
Inever lett the little girl. The father was
content to hear her voice fmd to forget
all the anxiety of the preceding night. The
good man into whose hands Bettle had|
[falien had not returned from his errand
alone; for the frantic father had accom-
panied him, and sat by Bettie, slecping
|serenely in the strange hed,

A rap at the outer door sz:mmnnstd_
'fs-thr:r, who Jeft the kitchen, carefully
closing the door. The children 1“-1-,-,.',;;

‘h spirits, and it did not seem long be-
?:ilfre u;-—ir father returned. He lifted Ja I
in his arms, and soberly turned to Tom
jand Pettle:— .
| “I'need thig room for business
dren must go Into the shop,

He threw obven door as
group reached the threshold.
"~ There wasa a profound silence,

“Jimmy!” yelled Tom,

»Is it real®™ whispered Bettie, while Jack
|asked if God had sent it

No wonder! The cluttered little shop was
{transfigured, for in it= centre stood a beau-
tiful tree, the branches reaching almost to
the walls. The good fairy who had smug-
gled it into the room had been quicker than
lightning, for the tree was well laden,

‘Oh, Jack! Jack! isn't It lovely™® [It's as
fine as tree last night!"™ cried Bettle
She cocked her small head and Sored
her eves. 1 do believe,” she sald, slowly,
»] do believe it’s the very same treel”
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STUPID DOLLY.

Little Dolly Dimpleton,
he is such a simpleton!
She just sits and stares and stares
All the livelong day.
You may say “Oh, please!” to her,
Get down on your knees to her—
8till you'll find she can’t be coaxed
A single word to say.
!
Littie Delly Dimpleton,
Bhe is such a simpleton,
If you jeave her long alone, l
It's an awful risk! '
For she has such wobbly feet, ]
] If she struck the cohbly street,
] That would be the end of her
i Becauge she's made of bisqus!
ANNA MARBLE,

:
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For lnose phols
odds and end , '
receptacle Is shown the illustration of
a metal bound box. This box can be made
from almost any kind of wood, but prefer-
shly of ocak, Inxhng;gr‘y. T 3
more, and nicely finished w
varnish.

It ean be made of pine or white wood,
however, and painted stained to
oné’'s fancy.
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